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to the great effect it has on the well-being of the

race, and to the need existing for some attempt to

restrain the extent of its prevalence. The exact form

that legislation should take is not certain, but all who know
the facts are agreed that there is urgent need for some
action to be taken. The lessons from the debate seem

to be that in the future we must treat syphilis more

thoroughly than in the past ; that we must suspect its

presence in many cases where we have heretofore not looked

for it ; and, above all, that means should be taken to limit
the extent of this the most direful scourge of comparatively
modern times.

The Problem of Sanatorium
Benefit.

IT will be remembered that on Feb. 22nd of this year a

Departmental Committee was appointed by the Chancellor
of the Exchequer to report at an early date upon the problem
of tuberculosis, with special reference to prevention and

cure, for the guidance of the Government and local bodies
in making provision for sanatorium benefit under the National
Insurance Act. This committee, with commendable prompt-
ness, issued an interim report two months later, which was
referred to in these columns on May 4th. The despatch with
which the matter was carried out was, of course, dictated

by the fact that the Insurance Act laid down that

sanatorium benefit should be available for insured persons
from July 15th: the benefit is now due to the compulsory
contributors to national insurance. In their report the

Committee outlined very clearly a general scheme applicable
to the whole country for, the coordinated prevention,
detection, and treatment of tuberculosis, and their recom-

mendations, as was to be expected, for the most part have
been agreed to by the Local Government Board and the
Insurance Commissioners in joint conference.
The English Commissioners have issued a memorandum on

the administration of sanatorium benefit, which we print in
full elsewhere, for the instruction of the Local Insurance
Committees set up under the Act ; while the Local Govern-
ment Board has simultaneously sent out a letter on the same

subject to county and county borough councils, urging these
bodies to prepare complete schemes for the treatment of
tuberculosis within their areas, and pointing out that such
schemes should relate not only to insured persons but to

the whole population of those areas. It will be seen

from the memorandum that the Commissioners recognise
that the full system of sanatoriums and dispensaries
suggested by the Departmental Committee cannot possibly
be available for some time to come, except perhaps here
and there in great towns where institutional treatment on
a large scale has already been organised. They therefore

propose that the local committees generally shall make

temporary and provisional arrangements for the treatment
of insured persons through existing agencies. This they are

compelled to do because the Act, which came into force last
Monday, carries an obligation to provide immediate sana-
torium benefit; but to be under this necessity at a time
when the Government is far from an undelstanding with the
profession, whose cooperation is essential for the giving of

sanatorium benefit, is a source of profound embarrassment
to the Commissioners. The working of the part of the Act

dealing with sanatorium benefit was excepted from the

pledges given at the lequest of the British Medical Associa-

tion, but a stiong feeling has grown up that the acceptance
of appointments under this part of the Act will be construed
as a weakening of the opposition of the profession to the
other provisions. The result is that the Chancellor’s recent

claim that an immediate beginning to the national crusade

against tuberculosis can be effectively made does not

hold good. No doubt the Commissioners would have much

preferred that sanatorium benefit should be postponed or re-

placed for the first six months by maternity benefit,
as was suggested by Mr. AsTOR, the chairman of

the Departmental Committee on Tuberculosis, in the

House of Commons on July llth. But whatever the reason,

it is regrettable that the issue of the memorandum of the
Commissioners should have been delayed until the last

moment, when it is considered how little advanced are the

preparations for carrying out this part of the national

insurance scheme. Now and henceforth that which Mr.

ASTOR described as "makeshift sanatorium benefit" has

to be administered, and we confess that we do not see how

it can be done.

It is satisfactory to find that some sort of organisation
for this purpose has been proceeding in various counties,
and we trust that this course will be pursued elsewhere, so
that when the Representative Meeting, to be held in

Liverpool this week, has decided what course it will

urge upon the members of the British Medical Asso-

ciation, the least possible delay in getting to business will
occur. For example, we have received from Dr. W. J.

HowARTH, the county medical officer of Kent, two reports
which have been approved by his county council. The

first deals with general principles, and is meant to form the
basis of a future permanent scheme ; the second supple-
mentary report indicates the ’first steps which the Kent

county council is prepared to take in the matter in view of
the early coming into operation of sanatorium benefit. The

temporary arrangement, ably sketched out by Dr. HowARTH,
is intended to allow enough work to be done in the early
months to produce reliable information for the subsequent dis-
cussion of permanent methods. The preliminary steps of this
kind which various medical officers have undertaken suggest
that there is a widespread feeling that sanatorium benefit can
be worked by medical men without interference with the

pledges that have been signed ; but it must not be forgotten
that the course of events in the near future may produce a
different spirit in the medical profession. On the other

hand, if examination and experience should show that

sanatorium benefit can be administered for the good of the

community and with professional credit, the disposition on
the part of medical men to continue negotiations with the
Commissioners upon the other medical provisions of the Act

may be strengthened.

RESEARCH HOSPITAL, CAMBRIDGE.-Mr. Otto
Beit has generously sent a cheque for .c500 towards the
Endowment Fund of S8000 which it is hoped to raise for this
hospital.


